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Hall of Fame to Honor Jim Baron  
Class of 1971 

Friday, September 23

Congratulations to Jim Baron who will be inducted into 
the Athletic Hall of Fame. The ceremony will take place 
on NDCL’s campus on Friday, September 23. The event 
begins at 5:30 pm followed by a football game vs. East 
Liverpool at 7:00 pm. Attire is sports casual.

Further details will be available on NDCL’s website. You 
must register in advance online at www.ndcl.org. If you 
have questions, please contact Keven Krajnak ’98 at 
(440) 279-1068 or Keven.Krajnak@ndcl.org.

Jim Baron ’71
“In spite of the team’s poor record, the performance of 
at least one of the Latin players impressed the locals 
enough to earn some postseason honors. Offensive 
guard Jim Baron was named to the All-Scholastic 
team.” (from When the Lions Roared, page 221).

Jim’s All Scholastic football honors take on added 
meaning when you consider he is the only member of 
the class of 1971 to be named all scholastic in any sport. 
And what an accomplishment when you consider who 
some of his fellow all scholastics are (e.g., Pete Cusick, 
Ohio State first team All American and Eric Penick, 
starting halfback on Notre Dame’s 1973 National 
Championship team).

Jim was a devastatingly effective blocker at Latin, adept 
at both interior man-on-man and outside sweep 
assignments. He was a 2-year starter on the offensive 
line, earning varsity letters his junior (1969) and senior 

(1970) year. Jim’s senior year vs. St. Edward found him 
consistently up against Ed Trepanier (6’5”, 255 lbs.), the 
Eagles strongman and All Scholastic defensive lineman. 
(Trepanier went on to play on the defensive line for Ohio 
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State.) Jim played a great game, being one of the major 
reasons for Latin’s thrilling come from behind victory 
over Ed’s and the fact that Lions out rushed the Eagles 
146 vs. 77 yards. 

Jim was a big part of the 1970 senior season offensive 
success, a year when the team scored 120 points, almost 
doubling the previous year total of 66 points.

In addition to All Scholastic honors, Jim was also 
named 1970 First Team All Crown Conference by a vote 
of the league’s head coaches. Jim’s play was a major 
factor in Latin achieving a second-place finish in the 
tough Crown Conference.

In addition to his four years of football, Jim ran track 
freshman and sophomore years. He was class 
homeroom officer his freshman and sophomore years, 
sophomore class Vice President and senior class 
President. His senior year, he was a member of the 
Latineer staff. 

During freshman year, Jim was forever nicknamed 
“Nino” by classmate Bill Annandono ’71 due to his 
likeness to Nino Benvenuti, the then reigning World 
Middleweight Boxing Champion from Italy. And as a 
finale to Jim’s Latin athletic versatility, he stepped up to 
be on the card for Latin’s 2nd annual Lion Bouts Boxing 
event held in the hastily constructed ring in the middle 
of the school gymnasium. Jim battled classmate John 
M. Murphy ’71 to a standstill. 

Jim’s athletic career did not end when he graduated 
from Latin in 1971.

His hard work was rewarded when he became the only 
member of his class receiving a full Division I NCAA 
athletic scholarship. He accepted that offer from Illinois 
State University, attending there and starting at 
offensive guard on their 1971 freshman football team. 

Jim transferred to Ohio Wesleyan University his 
sophomore year where he continued to play football. 
Because of his transfer, he was prohibited from varsity 
game play in the fall of 1972 (but could be on the team, 
which he chose to do). 

Jim went on to play college football his junior (fall 1973) 
and senior (fall 1974) years as a 2-year starting offensive 
guard. He graduated in 1975 with a degree in sociology. 

He grew up in Mayfield Heights, OH with loving parents 
and four brothers and sisters. In 1984 he married Nancy 
Walker and helped raise two daughters, Meredith Baron 
Miller of Columbus, OH and Kelsey Baron, MD of Salt 
Lake City, UT. 

In 2021 Jim semi-retired from Baron Photography and 
The Image Finders business that he started in 1985. He 
currently resides in Mentor, OH and enjoys biking, 
hiking and traveling. He also enjoys golf and socializing 
with a number of his classmates.

Jim Baron ’71 (cont’d from page 1)
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Jim Baron (#66) executes a perfect downfield 
block his junior year vs. St. Ignatius on September 
13, 1969.
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Good Things Coming Up This Year

Many of this year’s events 
returned to their normal dates 
- Communion Breakfast (April 
24), Annual Trustee Meeting 
(June 6) and Golf Outing (June 
24). We were happy to be “back 

on schedule” for our annual events. 

Our Golf Outing was once again held at Grantwood in 
Solon, Ohio. The outing was a sellout with 144 golfers 
participating. It looks as though we raised over $14,000!

This year, the Hall of Fame event will be at NDCL on 
September 23. A Hall of Fame reception will be held at 
5:00 pm on the campus. Food and soft drinks will be 
available. The reception will be followed by the NDCL 
vs. East Liverpool football game at the stadium. 
Registration will be available online after August 15.

Please note that the Communion Breakfast for 2023 will 
be at St. Noel Church in Willoughby Hills on Sunday, 
May 7. Mass is at 11:00 am following by breakfast at the 
banquet center right next to the church. This eliminates 
the problem of negotiating steps and paying for valet 
parking. We still expect to have plenty of purple and 
gold décor for our breakfast tables!

Covid put a real damper in 2020 and 2021 on our 
efforts to drive the Brother Nurthen Endowed 
Scholarship fund balance up to $500,000 from what 
had been a $175,000 balance. Despite the difficulties we 
had in meeting with potential donors, we were able to 
get that balance up to nearly $300,000 and to increase 
our scholarship amounts from eight $1,000 scholarships 
to eight $1,750 scholarships. We continue to drive 
toward that $500,000 fund balance target. If you are 
interested in making a donation, please contact Sue at 
the alumni office.

Our dues collections remain strong and we’ve actually 
had an increase in the number of dues paying alumni 
over the past three years - from 2018 to 2021. We thank 
you all for your support. Your donations allow us to keep 
operating our office, to promote our own camaraderie 
and to continue to support our legacy school Notre 
Dame-Cathedral Latin (NDCL). 

Finally, I want to reaffirm our thanks to Sue Wise for 
continuing to do such a great job of running our office 
and coordinating all the events that we hold each year. 
We cannot operate without her.

Joe Nista ’64, President

Before I get into what’s going on this year, I want to thank all the Trustees for 
allowing me to continue as President of the Alumni Association for another two 
years. They vote on this election every two years at our annual meeting in June. I am 
humbled and honored to accept that vote of confidence.

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Do We Have Your Email Address?
With the rising costs of postage for mailings, we are trying to gather as 
many email addresses as possible from our alums. Notifications for events, 
class deaths, luncheons and reunions are sent by email.

If you don’t already receive these notifications, please send your email 
address to Sue Wise at clsalumni@yahoo.com or call her at 216-691-9999.

Thank you for your help with this matter.
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Golf Outing Back to June
We were so happy to return the golf outing 

to our normal June date. A sold-out group of 

golfers arrived on a sunny Friday morning on 

June 24 at Grantwood Golf Course in Solon, 

Ohio. As each golfer arrived, they were given 

a white pouch with Tuffy logo filled with 

purple golf tees. We want to thank the 

Winking Lizard who donated golf umbrellas 

to each golfer. 

The Winking Lizard served up hot dogs and chips at 
the turn on the patio. A delicious BBQ chicken and 
rib dinner was served in the outdoor pavilion for 
social distancing. 

We collected $7,000 for our 50/50 raffle! It was 
once again opened to all alums. Seven winners each 
went home with $500. We would like to thank the 
few winners who donated their winnings back to the 
alumni association. 

Congratulations to the winning team from the Class 
of 1979 – Kevin Alexander, Mike Byrne, Phil Oliveri 
and Dan Rachek. They took home first place by 
shooting 59 (12 under). They each received a plaque 

from Minotas Trophies and a dozen golf balls. 
The golf outing event is our only fundraiser for our 
alumni association. This year we raised $14,408! 
This couldn’t have happened without the support of 
our hole sponsors - especially Mike D’Amato ’79, 
owner of Nissan of North Olmsted who each year 
sponsors a sign on every hole – “Are you Kiddin’ 
Me!” We greatly appreciate every donation. 

Make sure you mark 
your calendar for next 
year’s outing – Friday, 
June 30, 2023. We 
hope to see you there!
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2022 Class Reunions
If you have any questions about your reunion, 
please contact a member of the committee. 

1962 – 60 years 
Chairmen: Al Di Iorio – orio45@hotmail.com 
Jim McMahon – jastmcm@aol.com

Reunion Weekend – September 16-18

Friday, September 16 
Steele Mansion Inn, 348 Mentor Avenue, Painesville, 
OH 44077. Cocktail hour from 5-7:00 pm.

Saturday, September 17 
Evergreen Cemetery, 501 E. Main Street, Painesville, 
OH 44077. A 1 hour & 20 minutes tour at 10:30 am 
(tentative plans).

Laurentia Winery, 4599 South Madison Road, Madison, 
OH 44057. Meet at 1:00 pm for a winery/distillery tour 
(tentative plans).

James A Garfield National Historic Site, 8095 Mentor 
Avenue, Mentor, OH 44060. Open 10:00 am -5:00 pm.

Banquet at Hellriegel’s Inn, 1840 Mentor Avenue, 
Painesville, OH 44077. Cocktails from 6-7:00 pm. Cost 
is $25/person with cash bar. Entertainment: violinist, 
humorist, storyteller Mary Beth Ions.

Sunday September 18 
Flavors Around the Square (F.A.T.S.) 25 South St. Clair 
Street, Painesville, OH 44077. Breakfast at 10:00 am.

1972 – 50 years
Chairmen: John Bastulli, M.D. – jabcag@aol.com 
Joe Marinucci – marinuccijoe@aol.com

Reunion is Saturday, October 29 at Angelo’s Nido 
Italia (Little Italy). Mass at 4:00 pm at Holy Rosary 
followed by dinner.

2022 Gatherings
1953
The Class of 1953 is holding their last luncheon meeting 
for this year, on Friday, October 14 at 11:30 am @ 
Alfredo’s at the Holiday Inn, 780 Beta Drive, Mayfield 
Village, OH. For questions, contact George Billings at 
440-442-7421, Tony Gambatese 216-310-4677 or Dick 
Huberty at 440-888-1139.  

1955
The Class of 1955 gathers for lunch on the second 
Thursday of every month at 11:30 am. For more 
information, contact Don Hutton at 440-331-7778.

1962
The Class of 1962 gets together for food, drink and a 
good time the last Friday of every month at 1:30 pm @ 
Muldoon’s Saloon and Eatery, 1020 E. 185th Street, 
Cleveland, OH. For questions, contact Tom Ashdown at 
tomashdown@yahoo.com.

 

1965
The Class of 1965 meets on the last Friday of the month 
at 1:30 pm @ The Winking Lizard, 6111 Quarry Lane, 
Independence, OH. Restaurant is on the south side of 
Rockside, just east of the I77/Rockside Road 
interchange. For questions, contact John Wenzel at 
john.wenzel@att.net or 440-667-3961.

1973 50th Class Reuinion
Save the dates of Friday, June 30 (Latin golf outing) & July 1, 2023. 

More details to follow.

6
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The 1962 Class gathered at Muldoon’s on Friday, April 29.

Jack Keating, Jim McMahon, Tom Ashdown, Mike Gale, Marce Mylen, Jim Denk, Danny Borovac, Carmen Cesa (’59), Paul Lasky (’72), 
Chris Rodeno (’62 St. Joe’s), Pat Rooney (’61 St. Joe’s) & Al Di Iorio.

The Class of 1968 got together for their annual reunion on 
Saturday, July 9 at Merwin’s Wharf.

Sue Wise met up with Leo Knecht ’60 in Las Vegas.

The Class of 1977 celebrated their 45th Reunion on Saturday, June 25 at the Flat Iron Cafe.



Communion 
Breakfast honored
Brother Timothy F. 
Phillips, SM ’65

Nearly 100 alumni, friends and family attended the 70th 

Annual Communion Breakfast on Sunday, April 24 to honor 

Bro. Tim Phillips, SM ’65. This year, Mass was celebrated at 

the Crowne Plaza on Playhouse Square by Fr. Ted Marszal 

’60 with Deacons John Wenzel ’65 and Ken Deluca, Ph.D. 

’65. The Class of 1972 participated with the readings. The 

alumni association honored this class on the occasion of 

their 50th anniversary. 

After Mass, breakfast was served followed by the awards 

presentation. Brother Tim was presented with a Merit 

Award plaque. The Man of the Year award is the highest 

honor given by the alumni association and is presented to a 

person who has distinguished himself in his chosen field of 

endeavor in a manner that brings renown to Cathedral 

Latin School. We extend our best wishes to Brother Tim for 

receiving this honor.

Thank you to everyone that attended this wonderful event! 

8
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1952
Mark Kelley has written six books 
– The Urchins, The Barons, The 
Warriors, The Mansion, The Dirty 
Double and Frank Street. These 
books can be purchased on 
Amazon.com under Mark A Kelly 
Memoirs. Congrats to Mark!

Jim Synk has lived away from 
Cleveland for a number of years. He 
graduated from the University of 
Dayton in 1956 and joined the 
Marine Corps upon graduation. He 
was in sales and marketing with 
IBM and Honeywell and then 
joined ADT as V.P. of Marketing in 
1975. Later he became CEO of 
Aritech which was spun off from 
ADT in 1987. 

A few years ago, Jim (who currently 
resides in Hilton Head Island, 
South Carolina) returned to 
Cleveland for a heart procedure at 
the Cleveland Clinic. He was 
surprised that the Clinic kept the 
archway from his school in the 
W.O. Walker Building. 

1970
A correction to the Spring 
Alumnotes 1970 Class Gathering 
picture. John Deutsch’s name was 
misspelled (was Dueatch). Sorry for 
the mistake.

ALUMNOTABLES

 2022 
Marianists
Jubilarians

75 Years 
Bro. A. Joseph Barrish, SM ’47

 

70 Years
Rev. Patrick Tonry, SM [faculty]

 

60 Years
Bro. Thomas Giardino, SM ’60

Rev. Gerald Chinchar, SM 
[faculty]

Bro. John Dempsey, SM ’61

“Blame it on the Girlfriend”
In 1965, Otto Lombardo ’65 was dating Loretta Wolf. He 

was Prom King and she was the Prom Queen. Like others 

at Cathedral Latin, he gave her his class ring. Afterwards 

they went their separate ways.

In 2018 they reconnected via social media for the first 

time in 50 plus years. Loretta still had his 

class ring and Otto asked her to please 

return it to him (he was living in St. Louis, 

Missouri). She had one condition - that she 

would fly in from Atlanta, Georgia and 

return it personally. Loretta arrived in St. 

Louis wearing the ring. 

Loretta and Otto have been together since 

that day. He is grateful that Loretta returned 

his ring nearly 53 years later!
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John M. Kennedy ’78 Receives 2021 Cal State 
LA President’s Distinguished Professor Award
By A.A. Cristi

Cal State LA recognized John M. Kennedy for his excellence in teaching and outstanding 

achievements during the University Convocation 2021.

Kennedy, a professor of music 
composition in the university’s 
Department of Music, was 
presented a 2021 Cal State LA 
President’s Distinguished Professor 
Award during the August 19 event. 
This award, which goes to a 
previous outstanding professor 
recipient, acknowledges the faculty 
member’s superlative teaching and 
exceptional commitment to 
students, as well as professional 
accomplishments and services.

Kennedy’s creative activity and 
scholarship have an international 
focus and include a U.S. Fulbright 
Scholar Award to the University of 
Malta and performances of original 
compositions in 15 countries on 
four continents. His work has been 

recognized with annual awards 
from the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
since 1991, along with commissions 
from soloists and ensembles 
worldwide. He continues to explore 
styles and sounds through 
improvisation projects on the 
double bass.

At Cal State LA, he has been active 
in cross-campus initiatives, 
including the Ford Foundation’s 
Crossing Borders project and the 
Smithsonian’s American Sabor 
exhibition. His work to enhance the 
music composition program has 
included regular collaborations with 
the L.A. Philharmonic and guest 
ensembles from the U.S. and 
Europe. He also developed and 
implemented a cross-disciplinary 
music minor program, Creative 
Studies in Music. He is a current 
fellow of the American Communities 
Program at Cal State LA.

His scholarship is focused on the 
convergence of musical styles in the 
late 20th and early 21st centuries, 
and he is active in advocating for 
reform of the undergraduate music 
curriculum nationwide. He and his 

wife, guitarist Satik Andriassian, 
have presented joint research and 
performances in China, Malta, the 
United Kingdom and Italy. In 2013, 
he received Cal State LA’s 
Outstanding Professor Award.

A Woodland Hills resident, 
Kennedy attended the Berklee 
College of Music and Baldwin 
Wallace Conservatory, completing 
undergraduate studies in double 
bass. He received a fellowship in 
composition to attend the 
University of Michigan, where he 
completed the M.M. and A.Mus.D. 
While attending Michigan, he was 
awarded the prestigious Charles 
Ives Scholarship from the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters in 
New York.
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Reigning Back Pocket 9-Ball World Champion 
Mike Gulyassy, Class of 1972

Mike started playing pool in 1968, 
when he was 14 years old with some 
friends. As time went on Mike 
continued to play and practice every 
day. In order to sharpen his skills, 
Mike ventured out to other pool 
halls and was up for a challenge 
with anyone who would be willing to 
play against him. With the proper 
guidance and his zest for the game, 
Mike became one of the best players 
in Ohio and started to progress his 
play by moving around the country. 
Eventually, Mike became one of the 
best players in the world.

One of Mike’s most memorable 
moments was winning the Title of 
BCA 8-ball Amateur Champion in 
1982. A couple of years later, Mike 
added a 2nd place finish in the River 
City open followed by a 3rd place 
finish in the Last Call for 9 Ball in 
Atlantic City. In 1985 Mike earned 
the title of 12th place US ranking in 
the world of billiards. Taking his 
12th place standing Mike added to 
his growing list of tournaments, by 
finishing high in the World 
Championships in Taipei in 1996.

Mike also played on the Mosconi 
Cup team two years in a row in 1995 
and 1996. A special note to the 1996 
event…Mike was the only player to 
defeat Oliver Ortman in the singles 
event. This turned out to be the only 
defeat Ortman would face during 
the event.

In an event sanctioned by the men’s 
Professional Tour in 1995, Mike 
became the reigning Back Pocket 
9-Ball World Champion.

In the late 90s, the last tournament 
that Mike was able to play in was an 
event sanctioned by the Camel Tour. 
Mike’s back was becoming 
increasingly crippling to his game 
and was becoming increasingly 
difficult to manage. During this last 
event, Mike defeated Jimmy Reid, 
Alan Hopkins, Nick Varner, Eferin 
Reyes and Dallas West in one day 
and was thinking this might be a 
good time for him retire. The 
following day, Mike took his final 
defeat at the hands of Johnny 
Archer and laid his professional pool 
playing days to rest.

Today, Mike is busy making some of 
the finest playing instruments in the 
game of pool. Mike also owns the 
patent on the Ferrule tip and is the 
original designer of the 
Sledgehammer Jump Break Cue! 

Mike is also an expert instructor 
and can offer a full range of lessons 
for the beginner to the top level of 
professional player.
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Crain’s 2021 Notable Entrepreneur Award 
Given to Don Scipione ’61
By Stan Bullard

John Day, Class of 1959
By his brothers, Ralph Day (CLS 1959) and Bill Day (CLS 1961)

With a doctorate in physics and a stint as a machinist on his resume, Don Scipione yokes vision 

with hands-on expertise and has served as a teacher and mentor.

Scipione heads a company 
commercializing a technology for 
solar panels, an idea he credits to 
Rob Martens, president of BT Solar, 
a co-tenant in the Midtown 
Cleveland headquarters of Acme 
Express, Scipione’s technology 
development concern that does 
business as Roll-A-Rack.

For example, at Roll-A-Rack, which 
forms racks on-site to install solar 
panels, he garnered research 
funding under the U.S. Small 
Business Innovation Research, 
worked with MAGNET and other 
local nonprofits to refine it, and 
linked up with Mazzella Cos. of 
Cleveland to make it. Other 
products are connected to business 
use of the internet, including 
software for physician scheduling, 
truck routing and even teaching 
arithmetic.

Scipione is civically engaged on a 
grand scale. He has served as 

chairman of the MidTown 
Cleveland local development 
corporation, was involved in 
Cuyahoga County’s charter reform 
movement, and has or has had 
board roles at several local opera 
companies.

He also judges the Intel/Regeneron 
International Science Fair and the 
Northeast Ohio Science and 
Engineering Fair. He won the latter 
in 1960. 

John Day graduated in 1959 from Cathedral Latin 
School. He was 5’8” tall and weighed 125 pounds when 
he entered high school as a freshman in 1955. He was 
told he was too small to play football, but he played on 
the undefeated championship team. After graduation, 
he attended Ohio University where once again he was 
told he was too small to play hockey but ended up 
playing varsity hockey.

In 1965, John enlisted in the U.S. Army and volunteered 
for Vietnam as he thought it was his duty. He became a 
First Lieutenant after graduation from Officers’ Candidate 
School. He saw action and was awarded a Silver Star for 
gallantry, a Bronze Star and three Purple Hearts.

John passed away on 
June 9, 2022 and was 
laid to rest with full 
honors at Florida 
National Cemetery on 
July 11 Lake Worth, 
Florida. He was 81 
years old. 

He lived a full life and is survived by his wife, Hedy, of 
53 years of Coconut Creek, FL and daughter Kim Day 
MacDonald of Boca Raton.

He was never too small.
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In Remembrance – A Past President of Cathedral Latin 
A Story about Fr. James McKay, SM
By Joe Nista ’64

I’ve always wanted 
to write a story 
about Fr. McKay 
– not just because 
he was President 
and Principal of 
Cathedral Latin 
while I was there, 
but because he let 
me off the hook the 
only time I was ever 
late getting into my 
homeroom at the 

start of one school day. During my senior year I had 
picked up my buddy Steve on the way to school and we 
had parked in the lot behind Latin. We were early, so we 
decided to study in the car for a test we were having that 
day. We really got into it and lost track of time. Suddenly 
we heard the bell – YIKES, we had just a few minutes to 
get to our homerooms. I ran, but couldn’t get there on 
time. My homeroom teacher (a Marianist not to be 
named here) sent me to see Father McKay in the office. I 
had made it almost all the way through four years at 
Latin never missing a day and never late. But here I was 
in the last half of my senior year – going to the office 
because I was studying for a test in my car and lost 
track of time. After listening to my story, Father Jim told 
me not to worry about it and to return to my homeroom. 
He let me off the hook!

Jim McKay was only 14 years old when he entered the 
postulate at Mount St. John in Dayton Ohio. He began 
his novitiate there in 1933 and professed his first vows 
in August 1934. In 1937, he earned his bachelor’s degree 
in education from the University of Dayton and began 
teaching at Cathedral Latin. He professed perpetual 
vows in August 1938. Jim remained at Latin until 1941 
when he began studies at St. Meinrad Seminary in 
Southern Indiana (WWII prevented him from attending 
the Marianist Seminary in Fribourg, Switzerland which 
would have been customary). In 1944, Jim was ordained 
a priest in Dayton and taught at Purcell High School in 

Cincinnati for three years. During the summers, he 
worked to earn a master’s degree in classical languages 
at Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio. He 
then moved to Ponce, Puerto Rico teaching religion, 
English and German. In the mid-1950s he attended The 
Ohio State University continuing his study of classical 
languages and serving as chaplain at St. Joseph 
Academy in Columbus, Ohio. 

In 1958, Father Jim returned to Cathedral Latin School 
spending the next six years as President and Principal. 
It was a time of great growth for Latin as the student 
population grew to more than 1,200 at the start of the 
1963-1964 school year. After the 1964 school year, he 
left Latin and became chaplain at Chaminade High 
School in Dayton for a year. He then went to teach at 
Covington Catholic in Covington, Kentucky (1965-1966) 
and then to North Catholic in Pittsburgh (1966-1969). 
Following his assignment at North Catholic, he 
ministered at the Bergamo Retreat Center in Dayton 
until 1972, spent two years as principal at Mater Dei 
High School in Evansville, Indiana and then, in late 
1974 became director of the Bergamo East Conference 
Center in Marci, New York for two years. 

Following his assignment in Marci, Father Jim began a 
new role as a parish priest at Emmanuel Church in 
Dayton, Ohio where he remained for 12 years. In 1988, 
Father Jim moved to the Marianist Community at 
Johnstone Place in Cincinnati, Ohio providing pastoral 
services for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. Following 
that assignment, in 1990, Father Jim served ministries 
in Dublin, Ireland and at North Catholic High School in 
Pittsburgh - finally retiring to live in Dayton, Ohio at 
the Alumni Hall and the Siena Woods communities.

Father Jim passed away in Dayton, Ohio in 2015 after 
80 years of profession and 70 years as a priest. Notre 
Dame-Cathedral Latin School maintains an endowed 
scholarship in Father Jim’s name to which contributions 
can be made by contacting Keven Krajnak at keven.
krajnak@ndcl.org.
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A Special Lion to Remember  
Dominic LoGalbo ’50

A Tribute to Pete Pucher, Class of 1955 
(1937 – 2021)

Dominic made his life as a private business owner and 
real estate investor. However, his passion was giving his 
time and talent to the communities he loved. He 
dedicated over 70 years of service to the Cathedral Latin 
Alumni Association. He and four others started the 
alumni association. He served as President of the 
alumni association from 1959-1960. In 1980, he was 
honored as Man of the Year. 

While at Latin, “Dom” was involved in many different 
areas – Sodality, Associate Editor of the Latineer 
newsletter, Band, Whirlo Club (skating), drum major, in 
the Math Club, Glee Club, homeroom homeroom officer, 
on the rally and dance committee. He was a stalwart 
drum major. In 1949 he was awarded the Charity Game 
Trophy for his near perfect performance in the drum 
major’s competition.

He also was on the 
Advisory Board of Notre 
Dame-Cathedral Latin 
School, Greater Cleveland 
Boating Association and 
was a founding member of 
the East Light Yacht Club.

Dominic passed away on April 3, 2021. He is survived 
by his wife, Dorothy, and children Kevin, Ann, Mary, 
Gina, John and Francine. 

“His love for thee shall never cool”….he will be dearly 
missed by all of his Lion friends and classmates. May he 
rest in peace.

Pete contributed to the community as an educator, 
guidance counselor, coach and athletic director for many 
high school students in the Cleveland area. He also was 
involved with the development programs at John Carroll 
University and Notre Dame-Cathedral Latin School.

Pete was starting quarterback and co-captain of the 1954 
Cathedral Latin City Championship football team. He 
was inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame in 1988. He 
also ran track, played basketball, treasurer of his class, a 
National Honor Society member and president of the 
Sodality. He stated that Latin gave him direction.

He graduated from John Carroll University in 1960, 
leading the football team to an undefeated season in 
1959. The team was named to the JCU Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 2009.

Following graduation from John Carroll, Pucher worked 
as an educator and football coach, where he achieved 
success at several high schools in Cleveland, Ohio and 
Detroit, Michigan, including Cathedral Latin, St. John 
Cansius, Holy Name in Ohio and Austin Catholic Prep in 

Detroit. He was inducted into 
the Holy Name Hall of Fame 
and received the Greater 
Cleveland Football Coaches 
Association Golden Deeds 
Award in 1991.

Pete remained close to his classmates because they 
shared a brotherhood while at Latin. He said the 
Marianists Brothers helped build a great devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and that stuck with him and his 
classmates.

In 2005 Pete was named Cathedral Latin’s Man of the 
Year. This award is given to an alum that has 
distinguished himself in his chosen field of endeavor in a 
manner that brings renown to CLS.

Sadly, Pete passed away on January 3, 2021 at the age of 
83. He was truly a Man of Latin and served “In Deed and 
Truth.” He is survived by his wife, Terrie, and daughters 
Jeanne and Julie.
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In Memoriam
Our thoughts and prayers are extended 
 to families who have lost loved ones.

Jack Baird  ’42
Ralph Kovach, M.D.  ’42
Wayne Lansdowne  ’43
Thomas Westropp  ’43
Joseph Walton  ’44
William Enouen  ’46
Mark Ianni  ’46
Robert Laffey  ’46
Rev. Kenneth Tietjen, O.C.S.O.  ’47
Joseph Piasecki  ’48
Edmund Cody  ’49
Frank Fitzgerald  ’49
Ronald Cory  ’50
Donald Kusa  ’50
Richard Ross  ’50
Kenneth Simonelli  ’50
Aurelio Campensa  ’52
James Feldkircher  ’52
John Nemunaitis, M.D.  ’52
Richard Pazderak  ’52
Galen Poulin  ’52
James Spisak  ’52
Lewis Valentine  ’52
Rev. William O’Neill  ’53
J. Leonard Visconti  ’53
Anthony Savoca, Jr.  ’54
Lawrence Kruszewski  ’55
Charles Palermo  ’55
William Dileno  ’56
Joseph Kolenic, Jr.  ’56
Ignatius Trombetta  ’56
Bernard Iacampo  ’57
James Harris  ’58
William Vincent  ’58
John Day  ’59

James Glavic  ’59
Dave Hotchkiss  ’59
Patrick Smith  ’59
William Henderson  ’61
Ronald Bienkowski  ’62
James Denk  ’62
William Wyszynski  ’62
James Bennett  ’64
Richard Kaim  ’64
Thomas Malensek  ’64
John Stuart, Jr.  ’64
Harold Hoenigman  ’65
Robert Tabaczynski  ’65
Thomas Lantos  ’66
John Szilagyi  ’66
Gary Holliday  ’67
Allan Paluf  ’67
Michael Pavelecky  ’67
Frank Rudo  ’68
Daniel McGinty  ’69
Thomas Carney  ’70
Algis Matas  ’70
William Gaydos, Jr.  ’71
Brian Jones  ’71
Paul Covey, Jr.  ’72
Christopher Jones  ’72
Rocco Mastrocola  ’72
Steven Nemec  ’72
Michael Reilly  ’73
J. Daniel Pigott, Jr.  ’74
Patrick Whittingham  ’76
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