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WWII Plaque Dedication at NDCL
Over 55 guests attended the WWII
plaque dedication ceremony at NDCL
on May 9. The attendees included 45
Latin alums (some veterans) along
with NDCL students and faculty. The
Ohio Patriot Guard Riders were also
present at the event. This diverse
group of men and women were there
to show their sincere respect for our
fallen heroes.
Fr. Jim Caddy gave a beautiful
speech and blessing. Afterward, Joe
Nista ’64 read the names of those
on the plaque. Some family
members of the deceased were
present for the event.
Dinner was served after the
ceremony as guests gathered in the

Tom Lange ’41, Frank Giaimo ’44 & John Kipfstuhl ’44

cafeteria. Many veterans shared
their stories with NDCL students. It
was a wonderful day to honor the
Latin men, both living and
deceased, who made the supreme
sacrifice in defense of the freedoms
we now enjoy.

David Murphy ’76 and his sister Kathy stand by
the WWII plaque which displays their uncle’s
name – Vincent Murphy.

The restored bronze plaque which
once hung on the wall of Cathedral
Latin School is now mounted near
the McGarry Gymnasium on the
east side of the school. It is a tribute
to fallen WWII veterans and was
commissioned by the Class of 1947.

Celebrate 2018 St. Pat’s Day With Us
Mark your calendar for Saturday, March 17, 2018. The Alumni
Association will be hosting a St. Patrick’s Day party. Come
march with us in the parade and then head over to the Kimpton
Schofield Hotel, 2000 East 9th Street, for lunch and music. We
will be serving corned beef, cabbage, rye bread and red skin
potatoes. John Nowel ’71, an accomplished musician, will be
playing Irish music at the reception.

Joe Pierce ’70

Your family members are also invited to attend. There is no
cost to you except for drinks. This may be our final year in the
parade, so hopefully you will be able to join us. For more
information, please contact Sue Wise at 216-691-9999.

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Putting Our Heritage Back Into NDCL and
Welcome to a New President at NDCL
We’ve made great strides recently in moving our Cathedral Latin heritage back into
NDCL. Thanks to Sister Jacquelyn for all her help in making this happen.
Our WWII plaque was installed
at NDCL this past Spring and a
dedication ceremony was held
at NDCL on May 9. The plaque
now sits in the hallway just
outside the McGarry Gym.
After many years as dedicated
teacher and, more recently, as NDCL President, Sister
Jacquelyn Gusdane, SND has decided to retire. Many
thanks to her for the effective leadership she provided
as President of NDCL and, this past year, as President of
both NDCL and Notre Dame Elementary.
Dr. Michael Bates assumed the Presidency of NDCL and
of Notre Dame Elementary in June. Dr. Bates has
expressed a deep interest in establishing strong ties with
CLAA and in promoting the heritage of Cathedral Latin
School at NDCL. We look forward to working with him.

The Brother Frank Nurthen Endowed Scholarship Fund
continues to grow with a current balance of $169,890.
Contributions this year have been $5,555. We want to
thank all of you who made a donation.
CLAA Trustees approved a donation of $15,000 over a 5
year period to the Marianist drive to support their
current missions and their retirement fund. We made
our first $3,000 donation in June 2017.
Remember there is no Hall of Fame Sports Induction
Ceremony this year and no NDCL Legacy Day in 2018.
These events will occur every other year.

Joe Nista ’64, President

NDCL Hires New President
This year Notre
Dame Schools
announced the
appointment of
Dr. Michael J.
Bates as the
schools’
president. Dr.
Bates was the interim president of
Notre Dame Academy, Los Angeles.
Previously he was head of school at
La Reina High School and Middle
School in Thousand Oaks, California.

America and a master’s degree in
pastoral studies from Loyola
University of Chicago. He earned his
Ed.D. in educational leadership for
social justice from Loyola
Marymount University.

He holds a bachelor’s degree in
history from Catholic University of

“I believe in the transformational
education that the Sisters of Notre
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As president, his responsibilities will
include implementing the schools’
strategic plan, directing the
advancement and finance teams, and
overseeing marketing and enrollment
management.

Dame inspire and engage,” Bates
said. “How thankful I am to be
entrusted to lead our Notre Dame
Schools in these coming years. I look
forward to all that we can accomplish
together on behalf of our students
and school community.”
Bates and his wife, Nancy, have two
boys, Peter and Brian, and currently
reside in Chagrin Falls, Ohio.
We welcome Dr. Michael Bates and
look forward to working with him as
his new role of President at NDCL.

Communion Breakfast Honored
Judge Timothy E. McMonagle ’63
The 66th Annual Communion Breakfast was attended
by nearly 100 alumni, friends and family on Sunday,
April 30. Mass was celebrated at St. John’s Cathedral
with Rev. Mark Hollis ’63 and Deacons John Sferry ’63
and John Wenzel ’65. The Class of 1967 participated
with the readings and gift bearers. They were guests of
the alumni association and honored on the occasion of
their 50th anniversary from graduating from Latin.

presented Judge Timothy McMonagle ’63 with a
beautiful plaque for the Merit Award – the highest
honor given by the Alumni Association. This award is
given to someone who has distinguished himself in his
chosen field of endeavor in a manner that brings
renown to Cathedral Latin School. Congratulations to
Tim for this special award!

After Mass, guests arrived at the Wyndham Cleveland at
Playhouse Square. Breakfast was served at noon and
followed by the awards presentation. Tom Nowel ’65

We would like to thank everyone who attended
this wonderful event. Please mark your calendar
for next year’s event which will be Sunday,
April 29, 2018.

The Class of 1944 – Frank Giaimo, Dick Horansky, John Kipfstuhl & Jim Pesek

Rick Cavolo ’74, Ivan Otto ’55 & Tim McMonagle ’63

The Class of 1967 - Paul Ponstingle, Ray Habian, Gary Holliday, Paul Herman,
Dennis Badar & Michael Giebel, Sr.

The Class of 1963 – Pete Titas, Tom Toohig, Tom Shannon, Judge Tim
McMonagle, Carl Glotz, Rich Arceci, Nick LaRich & Mike McGrath
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Rain Held Off for Golf Outing
After much heavy rain during the morning of
our golf outing, the sun came out and we were
able to have a beautiful day for the annual
Golf Outing. Some say it was the result of the
prayers from Brother Frank Nurthen! The
outing was on Friday, June 30 at Grantwood
Golf Course in Solon, Ohio. Golfers were each
given a purple folding chair with a gold
charging lion on the back.
The Winking Lizard served up delicious
hamburgers and sausage sandwiches for lunch.
After golf, everyone made their way to the indoor
banquet room to enjoy a chicken and rib dinner.
We would like to thank Jeff and his crew for
cooking and serving these tasty meals.
A 50/50 raffle was held and lots of great prizes
were won. A special thank you to Paul Ertel ’71
who each year donates gift certificates for lunch
and dinner cruises from the Nautica Queen.
Paul Palumbo ’73, Pat Palumbo ’76,
Greg Palumbo ’75 & Greg Sagerman
took home first place by shooting 11
under par with a score of 60. They
each received a nice plaque from
Minotas Trophies and a Dicks
Sporting Goods gift card.
Congratulations to each of them!
This golf outing event is our only
fundraiser for our alumni association.
We raised close to $10,300, which
helps to keep our alumni association
going strong. We couldn’t have done
this without the support of our hole
sponsors. Mike D’Amato ’79, owner
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of Nissan of North
Olmsted, sponsored a
sign on every hole –
“Are you Kiddin’
Me!” Thank you to all
the sponsors. Your
support is deeply
appreciated.
We would like to
thank everyone who volunteered to sell 50/50
tickets, hand out gifts and help with the skins
game – Ben Carlozzo ’71, Rick Cavolo ’74, Frank
Hlad ’68, Chris Lynch ’75, Joe Nista ’64, Richard
Welsh ’72 and Terry Wise ’77. A special thank you
goes out to Sue Wise. Each year she works hard to
make sure everything runs smoothly. The golfers
took up a special collection for her as a thank you
for all the hard work she does for the alumni
association. She was very humbled for this
gesture and thanked everyone for the gift.
Please mark your calendar for next year’s outing.
It will be Friday, June 29, 2018 at Grantwood
Golf Course. We hope to see you there!

2017 Winners: Greg Palumbo ’75, Greg Sagerman, Pat Palumbo ’76 & Paul Palumbo ’73

ALUMNOTABLES
1966
Joe Kilburg has played in the Huff-N-Puffers 60-year
old and over softball league for the last two years in
Parma, Ohio. The amazing part is that he hadn’t played
the game in 28 years, but such a long layoff didn’t deter
his prowess on the softball diamond. He is an All-Star
pitcher and the leadoff hitter for his team while
maintaining a .700 plus batting average. His team won
the league championship playoffs in which he had over
a .900 batting average. Congrats Joe on such a
remarkable performance the last two years!

1969
Donald Bakaitis, RN has retired from the Cleveland
Clinic and is now a videographer for the Cleveland
Gladiators of the Arena Football League.
1977
A special thank you to the Class of 1977 who made a
$350.00 donation to the Bro. Frank Nurthen Endowed
Scholarship fund. This gift was from money left over at
their 40th Class reunion. Your donation is greatly
appreciated!

Michael Mucci ’73 Retires as Men’s Basketball Coach
Michael Mucci, the winningest coach in the 99 year history of the Haverford College men’s basketball program,
has announced his retirement after 22 years on the Haverford sidelines. He became the program’s all-time
winningest coach with a 64-59 victory against Dickinson inside the Calvin J. Gooding ’84 Arena during the
2009-10 season and finished his Haverford career with 185 wins.
“I am grateful to have had the
opportunity to coach for forty years
within the collegiate ranks and to
have been acquainted with
wonderful coaches and scholarathletes who will always remain
trusted friends and colleagues,”
explained Mucci. “I look forward to
exploring new opportunities and
having the time to enjoy the
upcoming summer traveling abroad
with my wife, Karen Kauffman.”
Mucci led Haverford to six
postseason appearances and
recorded a program-record 14 wins
in a season four different times.
Those seasons were highlighted by
Haverford’s run to the Centennial
Conference Championship game
during the 2006-07 season. He has
also taken the team abroad to Italy,
Portugal, Spain, Ireland, and most
recently a trek to Belgium in 2012.

Among his coaching accolades, the
Fords’ leader was named the
Philadelphia Small Colleges
Coaches Association Coach of the
Year following the 2002-03 season.
Recently, coach Mucci was
recognized with the Sam
Schoenfield Sportsmanship Award
by the College Basketball Officials
Association at the conclusion of the
2011 season.

Mucci came to Haverford after 18
years as a Division I assistant coach
with stops at Villanova, Robert
Morris, and Yale. His longest tenure
as an assistant came at Yale where he
turned the Bulldogs into one of the
most respected Ivy League programs
during his 13 seasons on the bench.
Congratulations to Mike on his
lifetime dedication to coaching.
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Lieutenant Colonel Edward Maj ’42
A Lifetime of Service
In 1943, Edward Maj was drafted into the Army at the young age of 19. By 1944 he was an enlisted man aboard
the USAT Sea Snipe. The next year and a half included travels to Bougainville Island, Lingayen Gulf, Philippines,
Manila Heights and Japan. His first tour ended in 1946.
Maj attended the University of Dayton where he
graduated in 1950 with a Bachelors of Science in
Education. While there, he met his future wife
Genevieve Marheski at a school dance.
He returned to the service
under a commissioned
position as a second
lieutenant. He reported to the
30th Field Artillery Battalion
in Fr. Bragg, North Carolina
and was soon promoted to
first lieutenant.
In 1951, Maj was deployed to
Germany. He was always on
alert status and he went to bed
with his boots by his bedside.
His unit was located very close
to the Czech border, which
meant his unit was constantly
surveying the landscape. Maj
was part of an artillery unit and
served as the battery exec which
meant he was responsible for
the firing of six individual
howitzers. He had about 90
enlisted men training with him
and needed to ensure that every
shot was correct and every
round went to the right place.
His assignment changed and Maj and his family
relocated to Gary, Indiana where he served as
Commanding Officer of Battery D 79th Missile Battalion
(NIKE). While there, he noticed the Army did not have a
flag pole and begged welders from a nearby construction
site to put together 50' tubes. He talked the electrical
company to come out and erect the poles. He even
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convinced the workers who were building a new
shopping center to bring their cement mixer to their site
and finish the job.
In 1967, Lieutenant Colonel Maj
retired from active duty and
returned to Cincinnati to work in
the development office at Xavier
University. He was devoted to
helping great institutions.
He moved to Big Rapids,
Michigan in 1980 and took the
role of Director of Development
for Ferris State University. It was
there that he saw how low their
funding was and made it his
mission to raise money for the
school’s endowment.
In 1995, he worked at Cincinnati’s
St. Rita School for the Deaf. His
time spent there brought him
much pride and joy. Maj helped
to bring in funds from cities
across the country to support the
school.
Today, Maj is retired and lives in
the Wyoming community. His
wife passed away several years
ago, but he spends time with his eight children who live
nearby. He volunteers at Summit Country Day and
helps at the Spirit Center in Norwood.
Lieutenant Colonel Maj has a mission to leave behind a
legacy of hard work and leaving people and places
better than when he found them. He truly lives his life
the Latin way – in deed and truth.

2017 Class Gatherings
1954

1962

The Class of 1954 meets for lunch the first Thursday of
every month at 11:30 am @ London Pickle Works, 7265
Fitzwater Road in Brecksville, OH. Anyone interested is
invited to attend. For questions, please contact Duke
Sistek at 330-468-8593.

The Class of 1962 meets for food, drink and a good time
the last Friday of every month at 1:30 pm @ Muldoon’s
Saloon and Eatery, 1020 E. 185th Street, Cleveland,
OH. For questions, contact Tom Ashdown at
tomashdown@yahoo.com.

1955

1965

The Class of 1955 meets for lunch on the second
Thursday of every month at 11:30 am. To make
a reservation, please call Don Hutton at 440-331-7778.

The Class of 1965 meets on the last Friday of the month
at 1:30 pm @ The Winking Lizard, 6111 Quarry Lane,
Independence, OH. Restaurant is on the south side of
Rockside, just east of the I77/Rockside Road
interchange. For questions, contact John Wenzel at
john.wenzel@att.net or 440-667-3961.

Florida Chapter
Meeting Dates
If you ever visit Florida, live in the area, or are thinking of relocating and would like
to attend a luncheon, you and your spouse/guest are welcome to attend.
Here are the dates:
November 14, 2017
December 12, 2017 (Christmas celebration)
January 9, 2018
February 13, 2018 (Valentine’s Day celebration)
March 13, 2018 (St. Patrick’s Day celebration)
The meetings begin at 11:30 am with socializing followed by lunch (order off the menu).
They are held at Red Lobster Restaurant, 6151 34th St. N., St. Petersburg, Florida.
For reservations, please call Tom Begley, at 727-804-1594 or e-mail him at tom@tbegley.com no later than the
Friday before each meeting. If he’s not home, please leave a message indicating how many will attend.
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2017 Class Reunions
On Thursday, August 10, members of the
Class of 1952 met for lunch at the Pepper
Pike Club for their 65th class reunion. The
luncheon was hosted by classmate Jack
Breen.
Front row: Mike Ward, Jack Breen, Ron
Gliebe, Gerry Fuerst, Jim Feldkircher, Al
Stevenson, Ron Bogolin & Frank King
Middle row: Dick Bruyere, Joe Domabyl, Bill
Gilroy, Dave Lombardo, Mike Dulay, Lou
Drasler, Paul Stuerzenberger & Joe Varanese
Back row: John Lloyd, George Walsh, Bob
Ortmann, Jim Reinmann, Bill Kubat & George
Vaul

The Class of 1967 had their 50th reunion on
Saturday, August 5, at the Marriott Airport.
Sitting: Bruce Colisimo, Bill Welsh, Paul
Chiappone, Don Ciolek, Dennis McNeil, Dennis
Badar, Jim Pedley, Paul Postingle, Mike Routa
Second Row Standing: Tom Hallal, Ron Gadus,
John Wrobleski, Joe Golinar, John Sims, Tom
Prosek, Bob Sherwin, Bob Kinley, Al Porath,
Paul Herman, Tim Harmon, Tony Golinar, Ray
Habian
Third Row: Al Kalis, Dan Moran, Don Weichsel,
Harold Butler, Gerry Rooney, Jim Michalko,
Gary Holliday, John Wilhelm, Pete Plungus, Joe
Miceli, Jim Sammon, Joe Garbo, Tory Buck
Back Row: Pat Corrigan, Tom McDonough,
Vince Radzimski, Dave Spotts, Marty Kata,
Jim Tabaczynski

The Class of 1977 gathered at Alfredo’s at
the Holiday Inn on July 1 to celebrate their
40th reunion.
Sitting: Greg Schnupp, Ernie Petrus, Lorenzo
Smith, Tom D’Amato, Dan Paoloni, Chris
Parker, Joe Liptow & Mark Herbert
First row: Pat Roncagli, Jim Zippert, Joe
Bencivenni, Greg Stricker, Terry Wise, Tim
McGuckin, Warren Hajde, Terry Roncagli,
Steve Filippo, Mike Lynch, Al Lucas, Terry
Byrne, John Pinto & Leo Hyland
Second row: Dan Peabody, Rick Salle, Greg
Lockhart, Tim Rachek, Rich Carney, Mike
Harris, Mike Dolphin, Pat Conochan, Pat
McNamara, Kevin Brown, Tim Pokorny & Chris
Lachman
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Primo Vino Restaurant Closes
Primo Vino Restaurant and wine bar closed its doors on August 11, 2017. Located at 12511 Mayfield Road in
Little Italy (Cleveland, Ohio) they had been in existence since 1982. The building is more than 100 years old
and over time it fell into disarray. Owners Robert Fatica and Carmen Armenti made the decision to sell their
property to make way for new condominiums. Later this year the building will be demolished.
In 1981, Cathedral Latin School was scheduled to
be demolished by Boyas Excavating. Fatica and Armenti
had a friend who knew someone at Boyas and asked if they
could buy some of the materials in the school for their
restaurant. After confirmation, they went to the school to
retrieve some items. They chiseled out the marble floor
slabs from the main and upper hallways, which took
about 2 weeks to complete. They also took out classroom
hardwood flooring, several handrails, interior classroom
doors and and some doors from the Marianist’s House.
A classroom chalkboard was also taken.
Fatica and Armenti hired Amish workers to refinish the
wood flooring, cut it and have it mounted on table tops.
The white marble was used for the flooring and bar
countertops. The chalkboard posted their daily food
specials. The extra items were stored on the second floor
of their restaurant
We are happy that the owners contacted the alumni
association to give our alums a chance to purchase some
of these Latin treasures. We have stored some maple
hardwood flooring, handrails of various lengths and
marble tiles (10" x 20" x 1"), so if you have an interest of
owning a piece of the school, please contact Sue Wise.

Primo Vino owner Carmen Armenti & Sue Wise

We wish Carmen and Robert success in their future
endeavors and will miss their restaurant which
showcased a little of Cathedral Latin School.

Latin Clergy Celebrate Jubilees
On May 9, 2017, a special liturgy was held at St. Basil
the Great Church in Brecksville, Ohio for deacons in the
Diocese of Cleveland who marked a special anniversary
of their ordination. Bishop Gries was the celebrant. We
would like to congratulate Deacon Frederick F. Giel ’53
who celebrated 30 years and Deacon Bruce J. Battista ’71
celebrating 10 years.

The annual diocesan celebration was April 22, 2017 at the
Center for Pastoral Leadership to mark jubilees of
religious. A Mass was held followed by lunch. We are
grateful to Father Arthur B. Egan ’48 celebrating 60 years
and Father Ralph G. Hudak ’68 celebrating 40 years.
We give thanks for those who received God’s call and
answered it. May God bless you for your service to the
church.
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2017 Dues –
Have you made
your donation?
It’s not too late to pay your dues for
this year. You have until December 31
to make your annual dues donation.
While there is no set dollar amount,
the Board of Trustees recommends a
gift of $45. You can pay on-line by
credit card (www.clatin.com) or mail
a check made payable to Cathedral
Latin Alumni, 5247 Wilson Mills
Road #175, Richmond Heights, OH
44143.
The dues money received are used to
support the administrative costs for
running the office, funding alumni
events, donations to charities and to
support NDCL. Without your gift, we
couldn’t keep the association alive
and going strong. Please know your
gift is tax-deductible.
We would like to thank everyone who
has already made a donation to
support our Alumni Association. Your
gift is deeply appreciated by our
association!
If you’re not sure whether or not you
made a donation for 2017, please feel
free to contact Sue at 216-691-9999.

The Father Paul Marshall
Memorial Scholarship
Father Paul Marshall, S.M. ’65 spent 47 years as
a Marianist. He achieved a lot during those years
of service to Mary and to the church. He was a
social worker, a teacher, a parish pastor and a
university administrator.
Father Paul embraced the role as a leader in the
black Catholic community throughout the
United States. He had a great passion for social
and racial justice and promoting the gift of the
black Catholic community to the entire church.
In his own words, “The Marianists have always been open to someone
of a different culture. Our life together, I believe, is a witness to the
kingdom of God. Every race, culture, and people is called to be
followers of God. Mary, our model of faith, praised God who raised
the lowly and freed the oppressed. Working for freedom and
promoting the faith in the black community have given meaning to
my life as a Marianist.”
In his service as pastor of St. Aloysius Church in Cleveland and during
his time as urban corps director in the youth services office for the
City of Dayton, Father Paul reached out to young people on a daily
basis. The Father Paul Marshall Memorial Scholarship will continue
that legacy of making a difference to African American young men
and women from Father Paul’s home town of Cleveland who attend
the University of Dayton.
You can make a gift by mail by sending a check made payable to
University of Dayton, 300 College Park, Dayton, OH 45469-7054
(note Fr. Paul Marshall scholarship on memo line) or on-line by
credit card at givenow.udayton.edu. In the comments section, type
“Father Paul Marshall Memorial Scholarship.”

Archives Room at NDCL
NDCL has given our alumni association a room to store our archives. The room was once a school
bookstore, but has been cleared out to store our archives and display Latin memorabilia. It is located
on the second floor of the school. We are working to move our archives by the end of the year.
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In Memoriam
Our thoughts & prayers are extended
to families who have lost loved ones.
John Schmitt, Sr. ’35
John Krosse ’38
Edward Rozance ’40
Stephen Vargo ’42
Raymond Reinmann ’42
Robert Stancik ’43
Joseph Fifolt ’45
Ernest Cooke, Sr. ’45
Patrick Toomey ’45
Neil Fichtner ’46
Arthur Kresse ’46
Bernard Javorek ’47
Emery Csizma ’47
Thomas Schmidt ’48
Richard Mulcahy ’48
William Cawley ’48
Thomas Nezbeda ’48
Col. James Gravette, USAF (ret) ’50
Theodore Valvoda ’50
Eugene Burns ’50
Donald Geyer ’50
Jerome Schuerger ’51

Edward Schwallie ’51
Robert Arnold ’52
Robert Keller ’52
Thomas Fussner ’52
Bernard Militello ’52
Edward Jacquet ’52
Col. Stephen Bosway ’53
Francis Manning, Jr. ’53
William Snyder ’53
Ralph Sprenger ’53
J. Roger Toth ’53
William Andrews ’54
Lawrence Walters ’54
James Horrigan ’55
Michael Walker ’56
Anthony Fecko ’56
George Schoenberg ’57
George Veloski ’57
John Erker ’58
Richard Lewis ’58
Joseph Forristell ’58
Floyd Federico ’60

John Schilthorn ’61
Ralph Kordel ’61
Joseph Kolezynski, Ph.D. ’62
Stephen Hogan ’62
Robert Freedman ’62
Terrance McGuire ’63
Daniel Denk ’65
George Golga ’65
Charles Pirrone ’66
Richard Letostak ’66
Daniel Spencer ’67
Richard Drozdalski ’67
Gregory Wolf ’68
Frank Thomascik ’69
Kevin McCue ’69
John Piunno ’71
Alan Wagner ’74
David Ott ’75
Darrell Ross ’79
FACULTY
Fr. Christopher Conlon, SM

Prayers to Florida & Texas Alums
Our thoughts and prayers go out to the alums that live in the Florida and
Texas states who were impacted by Hurricanes Harvey and Irma. May God
give you the strength to heal and rebuild after these devastating storms.
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